SUCCESS STORIES

PEP Job Success Story – Chris Knutson
Chris survived a coma inducing brain injury in
2007. He learned to walk and talk again with the
support of CPMC’s Davies Rehab department
Not able to go back to his old job, he was referred
to PEP Jobs by DOR

Hired as a program assistant 3½ years ago at the
VA Medical Center, a 10 minute walk from home
Program Assistant, VA

Supervisor Ken Porter, said that Chris is
“dedicated to his job”
In 2014, Chris was asked to head a newly formed
diversity program designed to support hiring
people with disabilities at the VA hospital

PEP Jobs Success Story – Chris Lee
Chris grew up in San Francisco and
graduated from Lowell High School and UC
Irvine
He suffered a brain injury and received care
from CPMC at the Davies Medical Center
Referred to PEP Jobs in May of 2011

Started work at the VA Medical Center in
June 2012 as Program Support Assistant
Recently hired at the National Park Service
after 4 years at the VA Medical Center

PEP Jobs Success Story – Caitlin Roth
Caitlin came to PEP Jobs in May of 2013
looking for work in childcare
She brought with her plenty of volunteering
experience working with children

She has epilepsy but it is under control through
medication but does have memory issues
Caitlin worked with Tom Post and was hired
by Bright Horizons as a childcare provider
She has been happily employed for over 3
years

PEP Jobs Success Story – Aaron Mei
Aaron suffered a brain injury while
attending San Francisco State University
He received care from Dr. Scott Rome at
the Davies Medical Center
He came to PEP Jobs in July of 2012
looking for a part-time job
He was hired by Fresh n Easy in April of
2013 and has since graduated from San
Francisco State University

PEP Jobs Success Story – Desmond Perryman
With his seizure disorder under control, wanted a
better position

Was working at a drug store counter earning
minimum wage so he sought help from PEP Jobs
Desmond quickly secured a great opportunity as an
on-call Central Distribution Aide at CPMC and was
subsequently promoted to part time status
Central Distribution Aide

His former supervisor Marques Elliott, recognized
that Desmond's strong work ethic, bilingual skills
and friendly personality made him an excellent fit for
CPMC. He says Desmond is "doing a really
outstanding job" for CPMC

Desmond’s 4 year anniversary was last Sunday

PEP Jobs Success Story – Leo Casas
Leo is a native San Franciscan who came to PEP
Jobs in 2012 needing help in finding his first job
He has epilepsy which is under control through
medication
He was hired by Home Depot where he worked
for close to 3 years but then lost his job

He came back to PEP Jobs and was soon hired
by Gate Gourmet. He is now a union employee
working full-time and earns 30% more than he
did at Home Depot

PEP Jobs Success Story – Matt Wallen
Matt came to PEP Jobs with almost no
work experience and very little confidence
In March of 2015, Matt was hired as an
Administrative Assistant for Trumpet
Behavioral Health, a program for children
with autism
“PEP Jobs helped me
with a lot of things I
missed out on while I
was stuck in the
hospital-correctly filling
out paperwork, how to
nail an interview, how to
get a job.”

His supervisor Paul Cruz, wrote, “Matt is
very motivated to do well and applies
feedback instantaneously’
Recently, Matt made a lateral move to be a
Behavioral Skills Therapist, where he gets to
work directly with the kids

PEP Jobs Success Story – Yvette Renee
Yvette worked for universities as a research
assistant and database administrator
She had undergone surgery with Dr. Peter
Weber of CPMC to correct her seizures

Yvette was off medication, was seizure free
and had 2 young children at home
She was hired by UC Berkeley as an
Assistant Database Manager and has been
promoted twice over the last 8 years and
really enjoys her work environment

PEP Jobs Success Story – Marisol Ferrante
Marisol taught students with severe disabilities
communicate though the use of use assistive
technology for 19 years
Unfortunately, 4 years ago, Marisol survived a
stroke and she had to learn how to walk and
talk again at CPMC’s Rehab clinics
Community Activities Coordinator

She came to PEP Jobs in 2015, scared, and
unsure of what she could do

Marisol was hired on April 1, 2015, (no foolin’!)
She works as a Community Activities
Coordinator at Independent Living Resource
Center, SF and couldn’t be happier

PEP Jobs Success Story – Giancarlo Petri
Giancarlo was a certified Massage Therapist
when he suffered a brain injury after a
serious motorcycle accident
He received considerable medical care from
Dr. Rome of the Davies Medical Center
He came to PEP Jobs looking to get back to
work as a Massage Therapist
Massage Envy hired him as a Spa Assistant
allowing him time to study so he can take
the exam to be a certified Massage Therapist
once again

PEP Jobs Success Story – Judy Thompson
Judy had considerable experience in the
counseling field when she came to PEP Jobs
She had some health issues that she was
dealing with but was ready to return to work
Judy was referred to PEP Jobs in March of
2016 and quickly generated 5 job interviews

She was hired by Glide Memorial Church as a
Support Counselor in the Women’s Center in
June of 2016. She enjoys her work providing
solutions to her clients

PEP Jobs Success Story – Linnea Bloom
With a BA in Sociology, and a terrific
portfolio of volunteer work, Linnea came to
PEP jobs with very little formal work
experience
She was hired at PRRC, as a Program Leader
working with disabled adults and she loves it
PEP Jobs has gotten excellent feedback
Program Leader, PRRC

“Can you send us more like Linnea!?”
Clarissa Tong, HR Administrative Assistant
“She’s terrific; I don’t know what we would
do without her!” Miguette Mochidome,
Program Assistant Supervisor

PEP Jobs Success Story – Kathy Wizowski
Kathy had seizures since infancy

Graphic Artist

In May 2011 Dr. Peter Weber
successfully removed the problematic
part of her brain (lobectomy), and she has
been seizure free ever since
With the networking skills that Kathy
learned from PEP Jobs, she connected
with former colleagues, and was hired
January 2012 (4+ years ago!) to design
PowerPoint presentations for executives
of a major bank

